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this H2020 project. It details the contents, structure and design implemented on the 
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1. Website development & objectives  
The main objective of the HoliSoils website is to provide a main communication channel for 
all information related to the progress of the H2020 project as well as a platform for tools, 
data and models that promote a harmonised and holistic framework for monitoring forest 
soils across Europe and good management practices.  

The website has a clear and user-friendly interface which allows experts and other 
experienced stakeholders to easily find and access the novel methodologies, analytical 
techniques, databases, maps and other useful tools for the land use, land-use change and 
forestry (LULUCF) sector being developed or updated in the project. 

Additionally, HoliSoils website offers a range of content related to soils, and supports active 
interaction with a collaborative network of stakeholders, including forest owners and 
managers, industry actors, forest extension services, forest and soil researchers, climate 
policy support and greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory experts, and policymakers. It also has a 
didactic and instructive component to introduce an unacquainted user to forest soils and 
their benefits. 

The European Forest Institute and Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke) are responsible 
for ongoing maintenance and updating of the site, coordinating contributions from project 
partners and stakeholders to update the content. The website will be maintained for at least 
three years after the project’s termination.  

2. Website structure 
The website has seven main pages accessible from a top menu navigation and a homepage 
that gives an overview of the project and latest updates. 

2.1 Homepage 

The homepage has an easy-access, menu-based structure with the main sections of the 
website as follows: About, Test Sites, Tools, Training, Resources, News and Contact.  

It is divided into modules, starting with a large banner with an introduction to the project that 
leads to a dedicated page with details on the project (About). Below this module is access to 
the "HoliSoils Toolkit", with the sub-sections “Data, Models, Maps and Methods”, where 
contents, links and results of interest will be uploaded throughout the project. These tools 
are aimed at an expert / technical audience, who can make use of the project outcomes and 
delve deeper into its materials and scientific developments.  

Then follows a module for the latest news published by the consortium as well as a module 
designed for the non-expert user entitled "Soil Benefits" explaining the benefits of forest soils 
for climate change mitigation, carbon storage and biodiversity protection.  
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At the bottom of the website, users can sign-up for the project newsletter as well as visit 
HoliSoils social media. Additionally, they can find the EU funding acknowledgement. 

2.2 About 

On the top navigation menu, the About tab includes a dropdown menu of three options: 

• Project. HoliSoils is introduced with seven key objectives in plain language 
without the use of technical jargon. In addition, a visual outline is included with 
two questions that are answered: Who do we work with? and Why do we need this 
project? This information is accompanied by an excerpt that leads to the “Soil 
Benefits” page.  

• Partners & stakeholders. A list of all consortium partners is provided, with a 
description, logo, link to their official websites and the main contact for each 
organization. A list of the network of stakeholders who participate in HoliSoils 
activities and provide feedback on findings and results is also provided. 

• Deliverables. The publicly available project deliverables appear, tabulated by work 
package. For each deliverable, a short description is given (title, subject, 
responsible partner, and delivery date). Once a deliverable is submitted and 
approved, those classified in the project’s DoA as “public” will be made available 
for downloading as a PDF. The section information is displayed through a table 
that folds and unfolds by the user's click. 

2.3 Test Sites 

On the top navigation menu, the Test Sites tab includes a dropdown menu of three options. 
Each option belongs to one geographical area of the experimental sites in HoliSoils: North 
Europe, Central West Europe, and South Europe. Field experiments at HoliSoils test sites 
investigate the effects of soil and forest management, natural disturbances on soil 
processes, resilience and climate change mitigation potential. 

The test sites factsheets include the year the site was established, location, organization in 
charge of the experiments, the contact people as well as more technical information related 
to the aim of study, or the type of soil investigated.  

The test sites factsheets are eye-catching and easy to read, with a flag indicating the country 
where the test site is located and a slider with pictures of the experiments and the location. 

2.4 Tools 

One of the main sections of the website is the HoliSoils Toolkit in which the main outputs 
and results developed in the different WPs of the project are displayed. After an internal 
consultation process, the consortium detected four important pillars that can be considered 
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as knowledge outputs that have to be easily accessible for HoliSoils target groups. These 
are: Data, Models, Maps and Methods. Together they comprise the "HoliSoils Toolkit" which 
is prominently featured on the homepage.  

In addition, this ToolKit also appears as a section of the main menu bar under the heading 
Tools which displays a drop-down menu giving access to the Data, Models and Maps pages. 
In the case of Methods, the main outputs will be guidelines and protocols, and thus redirects 
to the Resources sub-page entitled "Handbooks and Guidelines".  

Categories 
(sub-sections) 

Contents uploaded on the website WPs 
outcomes 
 

Data This section compiles soil data from all over Europe and 
synthesised knowledge collected in external and in-house 
produced databases to provide access, from one place, to  
available information on soil functions, properties and 
resilience to factors such as natural disturbances or forest 
management, as well as their potential to mitigate climate 
change and greenhouse gas emissions. 
  

Contents 
from 
WP3 & WP5 

Models In this section, HoliSoils provides interested parties with 
different models and research tools to help both stakeholders 
and scientists understand environmental and anthropogenic 
effects and impacts on forest soils. The selected models will 
have been improved or developed by researchers in the 
HoliSoils consortium over the course of the project. 
 

Contents 
from WP2, 
WP5 & WP6 

Maps This section compiles open-access digital maps and 
cartographies that provide valuable information and data on 
forest soils. In some cases, these resources are fed by 
coordinated data collection and the inclusion of further 
information from the experiments analysed in HoliSoils. 
 

Contents 
from WP1, 
WP3 & WP5 

Methods 
(appearing only 
on homepage) 

This leads to the Resources sub-page “Guidelines and 
Handbooks” and will feature guidelines and protocols 
developed in the project for LULUCF experts, forest managers 
and owners as well as soil monitoring networks. 
 

Contents 
from WP1, 
WP4 & WP5 
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2.5 Training 

A menu item, "Training", leads to a dropdown menu with two sub-sections, Workshops and 
Webinars. This distinction has been made after consultation with the consortium where it 
was agreed to differentiate these two types of events. After the COVID-19 pandemic, in-
person workshops on specific topics are planned for key HoliSoils target groups, while 
webinars will focus on networking with other stakeholders and third parties, and can also 
include online events organised by partners and stakeholders. This sub-category will also be 
used to promote relevant online events related to forest soils that are not organised by the 
project. 

2.6 Resources 

The aim of this section is to present results arising from events, meetings, workshops and 
seminars as well as materials produced in the scheduled tasks (presentations, reports, 
factsheets or brochures, among others). It also features training materials related to forest 
soils, forest management practices and LULUCF related themes. 

Throughout the project, a wide range of communication and dissemination materials will be 
made available to all users, for download and sharing, in the following subsections: 

● Guidelines & Handbooks (currently hidden on the website): Resource repository of 
materials produced by the HoliSoils consortium. Most documents will be in PDF 
format. The Methods category from the HoliSoils Toolkit displayed on the homepage 
will lead to this page.  

 
● Project publications (currently hidden on the website): A space where publications 

arising from HoliSoils activities and research (papers in journals, articles in 
magazines, reports, etc.) will be listed. Publications will be listed according to the 
Harvard method, with title, date of publication, authors, journal name and an icon or 
link for downloading. 
 

At this early stage of the project these subsections are deactivated until content is available. 
Currently, when clicking on Resources, a landing page opens where there are some 
documents to download such as factsheets or the project brochure. 

2.7 News 

A news feed sorted by date, with photo, title, date, categories, tags and first paragraph. The 
footer integrated in this page also acts as an element for subscribing to the newsletter as 
well as consulting the newsletter archive. The contents published in news include the 
promotion of events, publications, consortium activities, items proposed by the stakeholders, 
project news or external news related to forest soils.  
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2.8 Contact 

This section provides a contact form for the user to include their requests, comments or 
suggestions that are automatically sent to the general email of the project. 
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3. Partner and stakeholders’ engagement 
The website is managed and updated using a Wordpress content management system (CMS) 
with a friendly back-end that allows multiple users to contribute, if needed.   

Partner and stakeholder needs, and specificities have been considered during the 
development process of the site. The content has been produced with partner contributions 
and in coordination with the project coordinators. Before the website launch in January 2022, 
an open consultation period was opened to gather feedback from partners to make it fully 
operational according to their needs and future demands.  

4. Design 
The website has been built using one of the most popular and widely used content 
management systems on the market. Therefore, it is fully responsive, and adapts to any 
device: desktop, mobiles, and tablets. The top navigation menu makes all pages accessible 
on one single click and its simple structure makes navigation straightforward. 

The colour palette is based on the HoliSoils visual identity created during the first quarter of 
the project and combines light and dark green colours with white, brown and orange. The 
look and feel is fresh and modern, and the use of visuals, icons, photos, boxes, sliders and 
dynamic modules assists reading and understanding of the activities carried out by the 
project.  

The project website has been developed and designed in accordance with the Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG), an international standard recognised by the World Wide 
Web Consortium (W3C) that ensures that web content is more accessible to people with 
disabilities (visual, hearing, physical, speech, cognitive, language, learning and neurological). 
Currently, independent digital tools rate the HoliSoils website 95/100 in WCAG compliance, 
which tests whether the design interface and contents are perceivable, operable, 
understandable and robust for an impaired user. 

See the homepage and about section design on the next page, including top navigation menu, 
body and footer: 

 

https://youtu.be/55G6Zpjcw18
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5. Social Media 
The HoliSoils project partners agreed to engage with their target audience mainly through 
Twitter as the project’s main social media tool.  

This decision does not prevent partners using other corporate social media accounts 
(Facebook or LinkedIn) autonomously to inform their networks about project activities and 
increase the visibility of HoliSoils.  

The HoliSoils Twitter account was activated in August 2021 and currently has a community 
of more than 400 followers who interact and are highly involved with the content posted by 
the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mobile.twitter.com/holisoils


D7.2 Launch of HoliSoils’ website &  
social media channels   

www.holisoils.eu                11  

6. Annexes 
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