
www.holisoils.eu



Agenda of ’Forest Soil Challenges in Europe’ 
Policy event on 19 March, 2025, Brussels

Session chairs, Raisa Mäkipää and Aleksi Lehtonen, coordinators of the H2020 project HoliSoils
9:30 – 9:35 Opening words by Johanna Buchert, CEO, Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke)
9:35 – 10:30 Presentations
• Forest Soil Challenges in Europe: Solutions through Sustainable Forest Soil Management, Hans Verkerk (EFI)
• LULUCF regulation and quantification of soil GHG budgets in national inventories, Nicole Wellbrock (Thuenen)
• Soil monitoring law and quantifying soil biodiversity and functions with state-of art methods, Petr Baldrian (IMIC)

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break

11:00 – 11:40 Presentations
• Fire management challenges for soil health, Pere Casals, Forest Science & Technology Centre of Catalonia
• Management of organic soils in Europe as a measure to mitigate climate change, Aleksi Lehtonen (Luke)

11:40 – 12:30 Panel Discussion: Forests and forest soils in climate change mitigation, moderated by Harald Mauser (EFI)
Members on the panel:
Christian Holzleitner, Head of Unit for Land Economy and Carbon Removals, CLIMA.C.3, European Commission
Nicolas Robert, Expert on Bioeconomy and Forest, European Environment Agency (EEA)
Mikhail Tarasov, Global Head of Forestry (IKEA)
Raisa Mäkipää, Research Professor (Luke)

12:30 – 12:35 Closing remarks
Tapio Kytölä, Senior Specialist, Permanent Representation of Finland to the EU

12:35 – 13:30 Lunch



Johanna Buchert, CEO, 
Natural Resources Institute 

Finland (Luke)
Opening words



Forest soil challenges in Europe

• Soil degradation threatens sustainable provisioning of 
ecosystem services that are essential for human wellbeing. 

• Drivers of forest soil degradation are 
• unsustainable forest management, 
• peatland drainage, 
• atmospheric nitrogen and sulfur deposition, 
• forest fires, 
• deforestation, and
• climate change

• Science provides solutions to enhance soil health and develops 
more sustainable forest soil managements practices, which are 
discussed here today.
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• The EU Soil Strategy for 2030 
• sets a target that all soils in the EU are healthy by 2050
• provides concrete steps towards protecting and restoring soils, and 

ensuring their sustainable use
• Proposed Soil Monitoring Law (SML) will create a coherent monitoring 

framework for all soils.
• EU Nature Restoration Law , LULUCF regulation, Common Agricultural Policy 

(CAP), and proposed Forest Monitoring Law all support advancing soil 
monitoring, mitigating degradation and fostering restoration.

• Science provides enhanced understanding of soil processes and their drivers, 
ecosystem restoration practices, and soil monitoring frameworks, which all are 
needed for effective implementation of the EU policies and regulation.

EU policies that address soil challenges
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